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IT’S SHOW SEASON
Don’t forget that our website has instructions on how to prepare your photo entry properly. You will find Member
Resources under the Members tab and it will take you to the instructions you need, or click here.

RENAISSANCE SHOW
Get your paintings ready, it is time to enter them into the 2021 Renaissance in Pastel show! The complete prospectus is under the Exhibition tab on the CPS website or by clicking here.

2021 WORKSHOPS
There is still time to sign up for a CPS workshop in 2021. Workshops being offered by CPS can be found by
hovering over the Education tab and clicking on CPS Workshops on our website or click here.

MEMBER WORKSHOPS
Our talented member artists offer workshops and classes throughout the year. There is so much we can learn from
artists in our own group. Learn more about all the opportunities on our website ctpastelsociety.org, Education,
Member classes/Workshops or by clicking here.

July Feature Artist

-

Katy Despot

I am excited to introduce CPS to Katy Despot! She is new to the board, but has
been a member for 4 or 5 years. She was asked to be a workshop co-chair and
thought it would be good way to engage with the organization in a way that would
fit with her limited available time. It was a surprise for Katy to learn that accepting
the co-chair position meant she was on the board! As a new board member, Katy is
enjoying learning about how decisions are made and things come to be. Katy has
been impressed with the accomplishments of the board members and their experience in the day-to-day mechanics of running the organization. She is excited to get to know other artists in the
state that she would not otherwise have the opportunity to meet.
Katy’s mother was an artist and drawing was a huge part of her early life. Katy was
also a huge math-science ‘geek’ which was not very common for women in the early
70’s. In college, she intended to double major in art and biology. That turned out to
be more difficult to manage than she expected, so she focused on the sciences. She
has two Master’s degrees and has practiced as a Nurse Midwife for over 30 years.
Along with that, she has raised 2 children on her own. There was no opportunity for
artistic endeavors. Once her kids were away at college, she
found an opportunity to take a very basic drawing class. That led to oil painting which
she explored for several years. When she moved from a house to a small condo, she found
an old set of pastels that had belonged to her mother. It was love at first sight. That was 6
years ago and she has never looked back. She has taken advantage of workshops whenever
possible. Her first workshop was taught by Karen Israel. She has taken other workshops
with CPS, the Pastel Society of America, and had the opportunity to travel to New Orleans,
Croatia and Yorkshire, England for workshops as well. Katy continues to work full time, so
she grabs whatever opportunities she can when they arise!
Katy has always loved figurative and portrait work, especially with live models, as well as
still life and flowers. At the beginning of 2020, she decided to really focus on figurative
and portrait work. However, COVID prevented her from attending any planned workshops
and working with live models. Zoom groups stepped up and allowed her to fulfill her desire
to focus her work.
“It has been important to take
advantage of the opportunities
that came along during COVID
and it has been exciting to see
my work progress.”

There is an overlap in being an artist and a midwife. Katy wants to paint more than a pretty picture; looking
increasingly more deeply into the core of her subjects her goal is to tell a story that captures the uniqueness of
each. She feels she is acquiring the skills needed to do that.
The next time you see Katy live or online, be sure to thank her for taking a position on the board!

Editor’s Note
I am sure you have noticed that I am directing you to the CPS website for all of the above information; it is
intentional! CPS is fortunate to have a website that has all the information we need. We just need to make sure
we are going to the website regularly. All the information you need is out there, and if you can’t find it, you can
find the email of someone who will be able to help you! A complete list of all board members is there as well.

