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Karen Israel: Featured Artist and New
CPS President
Karen Israel is an award winning artist currently serving as President
of CPS. She views the world as offering a cornucopia of subject matter
and techniques to experiment with and explore. Pastels offer the
perfect medium to accompany her on this adventure.
Although she focuses on one medium, she has no plans to limit herself to
just one genre. “I realize in order to create, it is advantageous to follow a
path and as the path
turns, I need to go in
that direction,” she
says. “I always give
myself permission to
veer off the path. I'll
paint what inspires
me.” She works from
life whenever possible
but uses technology as
part of her process.
“I’m always looking
for those dynamic
compositions.”
She finds worthy subjects moving through everyday life, like the
painting Sea Change which was inspired by a trip to her local grocery
store. “I saw how the fish were displayed and the color and reflections captured my attention.” She took photos of the display and back
in her studio she experimented with the photos in black and white to
find the focal point, patterns and shapes. “I was so inspired by the fish
display that I painted five pieces as part of a series,” she adds.
“I like reflective surfaces like the painting Clutch Player. I saw a
man on a motorcycle and asked if I could take photos,” she said. “My
first piece included
the bike without a
human form. I painted
another with the rider
seated on the bike.
Using my imagination,
I did another painting
envisioning what the
motorcycle would
look like on a snowy
day.”
Continued on page 4

Top: Sea Change and Bottom: Clutch Player by Karen Israel
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Get Ready for the Annual Members
Show: Receiving is February 28!
CPS is geared up for our annual Members Show
which runs from March 7 to 28 at Gallery 53 in
Meriden, CT. Receiving day is February 28.
We are offering over $5,000 in prizes this year!
Our Awards Judge is Robert Carsten. Patricia
Tribastone will inspire us with a demonstration on closing day. Thanks go to our show
Chairs Kerry Heidenis and Steve Brunetti for
leading the effort! Keep these dates in mind:
February 28: Receiving from 9 am -11 am
March 7: Opening reception from 2 pm - 4 pm
with awards at 3 pm
March 28: Demonstration by Patricia Tribastone
from 1 pm - 3 pm and pick-up from 3 pm - 4 pm
For more information contact show Co-Chairs
Kerry Heidenis at kerry.images@gmail.com or
Steve Brunetti at cmbrunetti@sbcglobal.net.

Message from CPS President
This New Year holds great artistic promise for
CPS. As our organization's new president I hope
to see a strong period of growth for member
involvement, education and public awareness of
this great medium. I want to welcome all our
members, new and current to our dynamic
organization. Make 2015 the year to jump in
and take advantage of all that our organization
has to offer. In turn, become a part of the exciting growth of CPS and enjoy the cooperative
and welcoming environment.
I want to thank all of you who volunteered time
this past year and helped to make CPS successful. If you have not considered volunteering
your time for CPS, I encourage you to dive right
in! Look for descriptions of several key roles we
need to fill throughout this edition of Purely Pastel.
Be sure to plan to attend our meetings and invite
fellow pastelists to join us.
You can look forward to new and exciting programs this year. We are planning to build a
scholarship fund to encourage young artists to
explore the pastel medium. Thanks to Steve Porter
and Barbara McIntyre for developing the idea.
They will need other members to help plan the
program.
Continued on page 2
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Message from the CPS President
(continued)
We are adding exciting activities to follow
CPS Committee meetings which are held
on Saturdays at Gallery 53 in Meriden.
Following our bi-monthly business meetings,
we will hold educational and social gettogethers such as critiques, art supply
swaps and themed painting sharing. We
need a member to coordinate these fun
gatherings. Lastly, work is underway to
give our website a new look this year.
CPS functions through the many devoted
volunteers who share their own special
skills and knowledge. Let me know if you are
interested in helping in any of these ways.
Our upcoming Members Show in March
offers $5,000 in awards. Many thanks to
Kerry Heidenis and Steve Brunetti as well
as our awards Chair Pat Boes for taking
charge of this important exhibit!
CPS is offering two exciting workshops in
2015. Our workshop with Tony Allain in
June is fully booked. Registration is now
open for CPS members for the Richard
McKinley Fall in New England workshop
in October. Thanks to Cindy Mazzaferro
and Christine Ivers for coordinating
these workshops!
I want to thank outgoing president Alain
Picard for leading this group over the past
several years. And many thanks go to
Judith Walo who recently stepped down
as treasurer. We offer a heart-felt welcome
to Valerie Mandra, our new Treasurer, and
to Steve Brunetti, our new Vice President.
We ended 2014 with great momentum as
we grew to 425 members. We’re grateful to
Cindy Mazzaferro our devoted Membership
Chair. Our 2014 Renaissance in Pastel
Exhibition came to a close in November.
We owe special thanks to show Chairs
Diane Stone and Debbie Temple and countless volunteers for their efforts. We held
workshops with three inspiring instructors
and thanks to coordinators Carol T. Moore,
Leslie Lillien Levy and Cindy Mazzaferro.
CPS is such a wonderful place to connect
with other artists, gather information and
support and make new friends. Our CPS
Committee has worked hard to implement
exciting changes and we welcome and
value all our members. Please keep in
touch. We would love to hear from you.

Karen Israel

2015 Membership Dues Time!
CPS is a thriving art organization with over 400 members. Over
70 artists joined as new members in 2014! Our society is one
that is filled with an abundance of opportunities to grow, learn
and exhibit your art.
We have adopted new guidelines for dues payment in 2015.
Annual dues must be paid by March 1. Dues received after
March 1 will have an additional $10 late fee. CPS works hard at
maintaining dues at a nominal level. Many other artist organizations dues are significantly higher.
Dues can be paid online at our website. Go to the membership
section to find the secure link that allows payment by debit/
credit cards or Pay Pal. If you prefer to pay by check, make the
check payable to CPS and mail to PO Box 1342, Cheshire, CT
06410. For more information, contact Cindy Mazzaferro at
CindyMazzaferro@gmail.com. CPS thanks you for your loyal support and is happy that you are part of our family. Be sure to
invite your friends to join!

Heartfelt Thanks to Alain Picard and Judith Walo Our
Outgoing President and Treasurer
CPS members extend an enormous thank you to Alain Picard
who served as our President for the past several years. We are
grateful for his generosity of time and spirit as he ably led our
organization. With Alain's leadership, CPS grew in membership
and stature in the arts community. Alain was passionate about
expanding educational opportunities and exhibition venues. We
wish Alain well in all his artistic endeavors.
We are grateful for the vast accounting expertise that Judith Walo
brought to the treasurer position. We wish her well and thank
her for her generosity and enthusiasm for CPS. We are truly
grateful for the lasting contributions that both Alain and Judith
made to our organization!
The CPS Board and Committee welcome Valerie Mandra as
Treasurer and Steve Brunetti as Vice President.

Joe Baker Retires as Webmaster and Call for Volunteers
Joe Baker, our CPS webmaster, is retiring. We owe Joe many
thanks for managing our website and handling email communications for many years. We will be hiring a professional website designer
to take care of the overall management of the site. We want to extend a
special thanks to our website committee including Karen Suponski,
Cindy Mazzaferro and Christine Ivers who are guiding us through this
change.
With Joe's retirement, we are looking for two CPS members to volunteer to manage the email communication process and to serve as
website liaison. The volunteer roles include gathering information,
updates and announcements from the Committee Chairs for posting
on the website. The second role includes sending out email announcements and updates. To learn more about these critical CPS
roles, please contact Karen Israel at karenisrael59@gmail.com.
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Join Us for Richard McKinley’s Fall in New England
Workshop

CPS 2015 Show & Event Calendar

You won't want to miss the
Richard McKinley plein air and
studio Fall in New England
workshop. This session will be
held from October 5 to 9. Study
with this master pastelist as he
demonstrates techniques and
fundamentals necessary to
structure a successful plein air
painting. He will combine field
and studio experiences to enhance the learning experience.
Expect lots of individual attention
from a truly dedicated teacher.

Exhibitions
CPS Members Show
March 7 to March 28
Gallery 53 in Meriden, CT
February 28: Receiving from 9 am - 11 am
March 7: Opening reception from 2 pm - 4 pm
March 28: Demo from 1 pm - 3 pm and pick up
work from 3 pm - 4 pm
Purely Pastel Juried Members Exhibition
August 7 to September 18
Lyme Art Association in Old Lyme, CT
June 14: Online entry deadline (at midnight)
July 31: Shipped accepted work deadline
August 1: Accepted works received 12 pm - 2 pm

The cost for CPS members is
$675. Registration will open to
non-members on June 1 and
costs $725. Do not delay in
registering as this exciting
workshop is sure to fill quickly!
Visit our website for more
information and registration
form or contact Chris Ivers at
christine_ivers@yahoo.com.

August 8: Triple demo with Claudia Post, Shauna
Shane and Deborah Quinn-Munson 1 pm - 3:30 pm
August 14: Opening reception 6 pm - 8 pm
September 18: Pick up work 3 pm - 5 pm
Watch for more details coming soon!

CPS Welcomes New Members!

Renaissance in Pastel National Juried Exhibition

CPS is pleased to welcome our new members. We look forward
to your participation in CPS activities and events.
Suzanne Dickson Albert

Tobi Balin Grossman

Meg Bandarra

Barbara Heath

Claire Barnwell

Maria Ivanova

Andrew Anderson-Bell

Diane Lally

Pamela Bennett

Barbara McIntyre

Martha Bradley

Dakota Neumon

Polly Castor

Mary O'Connor

Regina Cianci

Arline Ordman

Guy Cranston

Sara Ostrov

Sharon Cranston

Leslie Ramsden

Cindy Edzenga

Marsha Roache

Mary Ann Eldred

Betsy Broughton Shafer

Joelle Feldman

Catherine Steele

Theresa Gambardella

Timothy Tepe

November 9 to December 12
UCONN Stamford Art Gallery in Stamford CT
Watch for details coming soon!

Workshops
Both workshops with Tony Allain are filled. Due to
the strong interest in his work, we will offer a
demonstration with Tony on Monday, June 22
from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm. CPS will provide details
soon, but be sure to save the date!
October 5-9: Fall in New England Workshop with
Richard McKinley

CPS Elects New Signature Members!
Congratulations to our new Signature Members:
Judy Perry, Jane Penfield, Maryanne Rupp and
Patricia Seekamp.
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Announcing 2015 Purely Pastel Juried Members Exhibition

Featured Artist: Karen Israel (continued)

Our second bi-annual Purely Pastel Exhibition will be held at
the Lyme Art Association in Old Lyme this summer. This membersonly juried show runs from August 7 through September 18.
This is an excellent opportunity for members to showcase their
best work at this historic exhibition venue. We will offer cash
awards. Barbara Groff will serve as the juror and awards judge.
Cindy Mazzaferro is our show Chair and we thank her for organizing this the event.

She is equally adventurous in her choice of materials
and supports and likes to have plenty of options. “If
I intend to feature texture in my painting then I
choose paper with more grit,” she says. “I like
UART for its variety of grit and LaCarte because of
the many neutral tones. If I’m looking for a smooth
finish such as for a portrait I may turn to supports
that have a fine or no grit, like Canson paper.”

The show will include a triple demonstration and silent auction.
Join us to watch the artists bring their paintings to life on August 8
from 1pm to 3:30 pm. Artists participating in the demonstration
include: Claudia Post (figure), Shauna Shane (farm animal) and
Deborah Quinn-Munson (landscape). The artists will donate their
paintings for the silent auction with proceeds to benefit CPS.

Karen has become something of an ambassador
for the pastel medium. As CPS President, she
wants to encourage artists at all levels to join and
take part in the pastelist community. “I am excited
to lead this very collaborative group. I find CPS to
be an open and welcoming group,” she says.

We will also have a small works silent auction (8” x10” or smaller)
with proceeds to benefit CPS. The auction held last year was a
huge success. If you are interested in donating a piece for the
auction contact Cindy Mazzaferro. We have space for 15 to 20
pieces, so let Cindy know if you want to take part. It is a great
way to give back to your art organization.

Her fearlessness compels her to seek out what is
over the next horizon. “I view myself as a student
and there is still so much I don't know about
painting. My advice to other artists is to find others to paint with and attend plenty of workshops,”
she adds. “For artists looking to push their skills
forward, go out and paint something that seems
difficult and scary. Dive into the deep end of the
artistic pool and be courageous,” she says. Karen
has taken many classes and workshops with notable
artists including: Christine Ivers, Leslie Lillien Levy,
Richard McKinley, Liz Haywood-Sullivan,
Alain Picard and Claudia Post to name a few.

Visit the CPS website for the prospectus. Contact Cindy Mazzaferro
for more information at cindymazzaferro@gmail.com.
Here are key dates to keep in mind:
June 14: Online entry deadline (at midnight)
July 31: Shipped accepted work deadline
August 1: Accepted works received 12 pm - 2 pm

Karen Israel started her career as a physical therapist
and began painting 10 years ago. She has accomplished so much in just a decade of painting having
achieved Master Pastelist status with the Pastel
Society of America and Master Circle with IAPS.
She is a two-time Pastel Journal Pastel 100 award
winner. She resides in West Hartford, CT. She can
be contacted at karenisrael59@gmail.com and
visit her website at artbykarenisrael.com.

August 8: Triple demo with Claudia Post, Shauna Shane and
Deborah Quinn-Munson 1 pm - 3:30 pm
August 14: Opening reception 6 pm - 8 pm
September 18: Pick up work 3 pm - 5 pm

Guidelines for Applying for
Signature Member Status
Achieving CPS Signature Member status is an important artistic accomplishment. Signature status is open to members who
have won three prizes in Renaissance in Pastel Exhibitions or through
application to the jury panel. Applications are viewed three times a
year during April, August and November. Submit CDs with up to
five images during March, July and October. Images should be
high-quality jpg files with dimensions of at least 700 pixels on the long
side and resolution of 300 dpi. Visit the web site or contact CPS at
cpsinfo@ctpastelsociety.com for more information.

Margueritte’s Dilemma by Karen Israel
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Member News
Sybil Perry was juried into the New
Britain Museum's regional Nor'Easter
exhibition.
Karen Israel achieved Master Pastelist
status with the Pastel Society of America.
She won the Multimedia Artboard Award
in Pastel Society of America's Enduring
Brilliance Exhibition.
Rita Agron received the Carlee and
Woodie Walker Memorial Award at the
West Essex Art Association Juried Show.
She won third place at the Alfa Art Gallery
Juried Show in New Brunswick, NJ. She
received the Best in Show Award at the
Art on the Avenue Juried Show in Caldwell,
NJ. She received the PSA Award at the
Allied Artists of America Juried Show at the
Salmagundi Club. She won First Place for
Pastels in the Tewksbury Historical Society
Juried Show in Oldwick, NJ. She won
merit awards at the West Essex Art Association and the Pastel Society of New
Jersey Juried Show. She won the High
Achievement Award in the Pascack Art
Association Juried Show at the Ridgewood
Art Institute. At the Livingston Arts Association show won an Award of Excellence.
She won the Allan J. Smith Memorial
Award at the American Artists Professional
League Juried Show at the Salmagundi
Club in NYC. Rita was also elected a
Signature Member of PSA.
Donna Rossetti-Bailey won Second
Prize in Pastel at the 2014 Cape Cod Art
Association National Exhibit in Barnstable,
MA. She won the Katherine M. Wolff
Memorial Award at the North River Festival
of the Arts. She was juried into the 2014
Pastel Painters Society of Cape Cod
National Juried Exhibit. Her pastels were
shown in the Faculty Exhibit at South
Shore Art Center in Cohasset, where she
teaches the Pastel Atelier. She was invited to exhibit in the Creative Art Center
Annual Pastels by Invitation National
Exhibit held in Chatham, MA.
Several CPS members were juried into
the 2015 Connecticut Artists Exhibition at
the Slater Museum in Norwich, CT.
Artists included Patricia Anne Bullock,
Chris Ivers, Karen Israel, Terry Lennox,
Diana Rogers, Beverly Schirmeier and
Peggy Traskos.

Renaissance in Pastel Exhibit Celebrates Color
The 2014 Renaissance in Pastel Exhibit celebrated the many talents of CPS members and
pastelists from across the country. The Slater
Museum in Norwich was a wonderful venue
celebrate the pastel medium. The quality of
paintings was truly amazing. Janet Cook and
Liz Haywood-Sullivan served as Awards
Judges. Aline Ordman offered an inspiring
demonstration on closing day. The top prize
went to Michele Poirier-Mozzone.
An immense thank-you goes to show Chairs
Diane Stone and Debbie Temple for organizing
the amazing show. Kudos to the many members who volunteered to make the show happen!
Congratulations to artists juried into the show.
Top: My Turn by Michele Poirier-Mozzone and Bottom:
Two Islands by Diana Johnson

2014 Renaissance Award Winners
Best in Show Award:
Michele Poirier-Mozzone

Pastel Painters Society of Cape Cod
Award: Lyn Asselta

CPS Founders Award: Diana Johnson

Salmagundi Club Award: Chris Ivers

CPS President's Award:
Anna Wainwright

Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club Award:
Julie Hopkins

Dianne B. Bernhard Art Spirit Award:
Ted Fuka

HK Holbein Merchandise Award:
Ellen Pelletier

CPS Honor Award: Rita Kirkman

Jack Richeson Merchandise Award III:
Constance Cummings

Foster Caddell Memorial Award:
Barbara Groff
CPS Board of Directors Award:
Jane McGraw-Tuebner
Great American Pastels Award:
Jean Dalton
Jerry's Artarama Merchandise Award:
Abel Marquez
Heilmann Box Award: Kathleen Newman
Terry Ludwig Pastels Award:
Deborah Quinn-Munson
Philip M. Danylik Memorial Award:
Joyce Hanson
CPS Membership Award:
Elaine Despins

Levy DeMedici Award: Marthan Laurinitis
Maryland Pastel Society Award:
Katrina Thorstensen
Pastel Society of New Hampshire Award:
Margaret Williams-McGowan
Pastel Society of West Coast Award:
Lisa Cunningham
UART Sanded Pastel Paper Award:
Maceo Mitchell
Guerilla Boxes Award:
Tatijana Jacenkiw
Judson Art Outfitters Award:
Kate Berquist
Wholesale Frame Award: Paul Leveille

Pastel Society of America Award:
Jeanne Ciravolo

Mount Vision Pastels Award: Claudia Post

Jack Richeson Merchandise Award:
Christine Swann

Madison Art Society Award:
Linee Baird

Salter Award for Innovation:
Margaret Dyer

Dakota Art Award: Arlene Richman

Allied Artists of America Award:
Nan ping Yun
Pastel Painters of Maine Award:
Clayton Buchanan
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Hull’s Art Supply and Framing Award:
Alain Picard
A.I. Friedman Award: Mike Beeman

Pastel Brilliance Show a
Smashing Success!

CPS Member-Led Workshop Opportunities
Here are upcoming workshops offered by CPS members:

The Pastel Brilliance exhibition at the Lyme
Art Association closed in September and celebrated the many talents of CPS members. This
was a wonderful venue to showcase the pastel
medium. A triple demonstration was offered
featuring Gigi Horr Liverant, Chris Ivers and
Claudia Seymour who donated their work for
the silent auction with proceeds to CPS.
A small works auction was held with members
donating paintings. This was a great opportunity for art lovers to purchase affordable works
by talented pastelists.
An immense thank-you goes to show Chair Cindy
Mazzaferro for organizing an incredible show.
And thanks to the many CPS members who
volunteered their time to make the show happen!
Congratulations to all artists juried into the show.

Alain Picard
April 17-18: The Painterly Still Life Workshop, Picard Studio,
Southbury, CT
June 7: Painting Skin Tones, Albuquerque, NM (IAPS)
July 31 & Aug. 1: The Painterly Landscape, Picard Studio,
Southbury, CT
Contact Alain Picard at alain@picardstudio.com.
Janet A. Cook
Feb 28 - March 1: City Nocturnes, Pastel Society of America, NYC
July 8 - 15: Workshop in Pastels and Oils, Dordogne region, France
Contact Janet Cook at janetacook@aol.com.
Christine Ivers
Feb. 23 - 26: Paint the Day, Paint the Night Workshop, Medford, OR
March 21 -22: Plein Air Painting for the Studio Artist Workshop,
South Yarmouth, MA
April 15 - 17: Nights in Maryland Workshop, Ellicott City, MD
April 24 - 26: Nights in New Jersey Workshop, Florham Park, NJ
April 30 - May 2: Paint the Dark Side in CT Workshop, Manchester, CT
May 12 - 21: Ireland with Ivers Workshop: Paint the Landscape on
the Ring of Kerry
June 13 -17: NightScapes and DayScapes Workshop, Greenville, NY
Aug. 13 - 16: NightScapes and DayScapes, Webster Groves, MO
Sept. 19 - 26: Tuscan Renaissance Center, Italy, Plein Air Painting
for the Studio Artist
Oct. 7 - 9: NightScapes and DayScapes Workshop, PSA, NYC
Contact Christine Ivers at Christine.ivers@yahoo.com or 203-235-1417.
Elizabeth Rhoades
May 29 -31: Plein Air Painting in Pastel: Stafford, CT
May 23: Watercolor Underpainting with Pastel Workshop, Middletown, CT
Contact Elizabeth Rhoades at erfineart@yahoo.com.

Liz Haywood-Sullivan Workshop Inspires Pastelists!

Top: Eager bidders for small works auction.
Bottom: Triple demo paintings ready for the
silent auction

CPS sponsored workshops
with Liz Haywood-Sullivan
in Litchfield this past October.
The fall foliage palette was at
its peak. Artists were treated
to a full range of colors,
sounds and sites including
farms, animals, quaint villages and fields. Students left
the workshop with greater
skills in capturing values, light
and color. Liz shared her vast knowledge with her warm and supportive teaching style. Thanks go to Carol Moore and Leslie Lillien Levy for
coordinating the workshops.
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