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A passion for drawing and draftsmanship are strong lures for 

Rita Paradis, who enjoys working in both pastel and colored 

pencil media. She majored in printmaking in college but her 

more recent artistic journey started with colored pencils and 

then led her to discover the joys of working in pastel. “One 

reason I was drawn to the dry media is that I can leverage my 

draftsmanship skills - and I love to work in detail,” says Paradis. 

 

“I began to pursue my art career once my daughters were 

grown,” Paradis says. As she raised her family, she sought out a 

dry medium that she could 

use in her living room. 

“I purchased a set of 

Prismacolor pencils and 

an instruction book and 

was hooked immediately. 

I set up my mini-studio 

with a drawing table right 

in my living room.” With 

her studio in place, she entered her first colored pencil work 

into a juried show and won an award. “This was my maiden 

voyage into the art world. My family was so supportive and 

excited to see my interest in art take off,” she adds. 

 

It wasn't long after making her 

debut with colored pencils, 

that she met Mally DeSomma 

who was giving a pastel dem-

onstration. She took a class 

with DeSomma and quickly 

became a pastel enthusiast. 

She was not daunted by the 

challenge of finding more 

space in her home to work 

with pastels. “I set up my easel 

in the kitchen and created a 

pastel studio environment 

right there with a countertop on one side and an ironing 

board for additional work space, on the other,” Paradis says. 
 
“Pastel is a wonderful medium. Since I love detail and drafts-

manship, pastel is a great match for me,” she says. Paradis 

prefers Sennelier, Terry Ludwig and Great American brands.  

Rita Paradis: Featured Artist 
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Purely Pastel Biennial Exhibition: Entry 
Deadline April 28!  

Continued on page 4 

It is not too late to register for 
workshops with renown pastelist 
Doug Dawson. Workshops will 
be held in Georgetown, CT from 
June 17 to 19 and June 21 to 23.   
He is the author of Capturing 

Light and Color with Pastel and 
students rave about his inspiring 
approach to teaching. Workshop 
fees are only $375 for members 
and $400 for non-members. Contact Cynthia Mazzaferro at 
cindymazzaferro@gmail.com or 203-494-1676.    

Join us for Doug Dawson Workshops in June!  

Top: Christmas Morning and 
Bottom: Kettle 2 by Rita Paradis 

Be sure to enter the inaugural Purely Pastel Biennial 
Members-Only Juried Exhibition. The show will be held 
at Hartford Fine Art and Framing in East Hartford 
from June 2 to August 1. Prizes totaling $1500 will be 
awarded. Master Pastelist Peter Seltzer will be our 

Juror of Selection and Awards Judge.  The online entry 
deadline is April 28.   
 
We will be inspired by two demo offerings during the 
show. Jean Rosier Smith will share her approach to 
painting waves and surf.  Wendy Caporale will demon-
strate her portrait painting techniques. The new show will 
alternate each year with the CPS Signature Exhibition.   
 

CPS is moving to online juried show submission.  
Show Chair Cynthia Streit Mazzaferro and Web Master 
Joe Baker are guiding CPS through the transition. We 
are offering support for members as they learn about 
the new process, starting with a special seminar on pre-

paring digital images by Chris Ivers on April 13 at 
Gallery 53 in Meriden. (See page 2 for details.) 
Assistance in resizing images is also available for a 
small fee by contacting Cynthia Mazzaferro at 
CindyMazzaferro@gmail.com before April 20.  

“Doug is fabulous. I took one of his workshops many 
years ago.  Besides being a fabulous painter, he is 
additionally one of the very best workshop instructors 
I've ever taken from. He is a teacher!”      

       Betsy Kellum, workshop participant 

Continued on page 2 
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Save the Date: May 11 Board Meeting and Paint-Out at 
the Florence Griswold Museum  

Join CPS for our next board meeting at the Florence Griswold Museum in 
Old Lyme on Saturday, May 11 from 10 am – 12 pm. All members are 
invited to attend and enjoy the “home of American impressionism.”  We 
will meet in the Hartmann Education Center on the Museum grounds.  
 
Following the meeting, we are free to paint on the beautiful 
grounds where the gardens and fruit trees will be in bloom. Be sure 
to bring a lunch and plein air outing gear.  We will hold the meet-
ing, but not the paint-out, should we have a rainy day.  You have 
the option to tour the museum for a small admission fee. To help us 
plan for a successful event, please RSVP if you plan to attend at 
cpsinfo@ctpastelsociety.org by May 4.  If interested in a docent-led 
tour, please indicate this with your RSVP.   

Learn to Prepare Images for Art Competitions with 
Chris Ivers on April 13! 

CPS is making the transition to online entry submission for juried 
exhibitions starting with the upcoming Purely Pastel Members-only 
Juried Exhibition and the Renaissance in Pastel Exhibition. 
 
To support artists in learning to navigate electronic submissions, 
Chris Ivers is offering a lecture and demonstration on preparing image 

files for art competitions on Saturday, April 13 from 1 pm to 3:30 pm 
at Gallery 53 in Meriden.  Chris will share the elements you need to 
know to prepare digital images for electronic submission. You will 
learn how easy it is to work with your camera, lighting, PhotoShop 
Elements, iPhoto or Picasa and to create the best possible image of 

your paintings. Registration is required and the fee is only $15 for 
members and $25 for non-members. To register, contact Chris Ivers 
at 203-235-1417. 
 
Date: Saturday, April 13 from 1 pm to 3:30 pm 

Location: Gallery 53 in Meriden, CT 

Member News  

Karen Israel attained IAPS Master 
Circle status and was elected to Art-
ist Member with the Salmagundi 
Club. She won the Hugh P. Bott 
Award at the Salmagundi Black and 
White Exhibit.     

Jane Wright Wolf attained Elected 
Member status with Allied Artist's of 
America in the pastel category. She 
was named as a finalist in the abstract 
and experimental category in the 

Artist's Magazine’s 2012 annual art 
competition.  

Marilyn Caissy was elected to Signature Membership in Pastel Society of 
America. 

Elizabeth Rhoades and Patricia Seekamp achieved Elected Artist status 
at the Lyme Art Association in Old Lyme.  

Two Ships Redo by Karen Israel 

Continued on page 3 

Purely Pastel Biennial Exhibition 
(continued) 

The actual online submission process is 
simple and we are here to support you. 
Here is a step-by-step guide to submit 
your entries through the CPS website: 
 
• Click the Purely Pastel link on the home 

page on www.ctpastelsociety.org and 
complete the show entry form 

• Select images from your computer to up-
load 

• Pay the entry fee via credit card  
 
A silent auction will be held with Jeanne 
Rosier Smith donating her demo painting. 
The auction will begin with the opening 
reception and end on August 1 with all 
proceeds to benefit CPS. Visit the web-
site to download the prospectus. For more 
information contact Cynthia Streit Mazzaferro 
at CindyMazzaferro@gmail.com or 
203-494-1676.  
 
Keep these key dates in mind: 

April 28: Deadline for online submission 

May 4: Acceptance notification by email 

May 24: Shipped work delivery deadline 

May 31 & June 1:  Accepted work delivered 
10 am to 4 pm (May 31) or  from 10 am to 
11 am (June 1) 

June 15: Demo with Jeanne Rosier 
Smith from 10 am to 1 pm  

June 15: Opening reception from 1 pm - 
to 3:30 pm (awards at 2 pm) 

July 13: Demo with Wendy Caporale 
from 1 pm - 4 pm  

Aug. 2 & Aug. 3: Pick up work from 
10 am to 2 pm  

Don’t Forget Those 2013 Dues 
 
CPS thanks members who have already 
updated their dues for 2013. If you have 
not paid your dues, CPS offers a new 
online payment system. Simply visit the 
membership page on the CPS website and 
click the “Pay Online” button to use the 
secure online feature using either a credit 
card or PayPal account. Payments can also 
be made by check (made out to CPS) at this 
address: CPS, c/o Cindy Streit Mazzaferro,  
PO Box 1342, Cheshire, CT 06410-1342. 
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Member News (continued) 

Cynthia Streit Mazzaferro will 

be featured on the cover and 

profiled in the April edition of 

Colored Pencil for Artists 

Magazine. Her solo show titled 

“Sea Salt Harmony” will be held 

at Fresh Ayer Gallery in Old 

Lyme, CT from April 5 to 17 

with an opening reception on 

April 6 from 5-7 pm.   

Donna Rossetti-Bailey was 

juried into the Duxbury Winter 

Juried Show at the Duxbury Art Complex Museum.  Her 

work was included in the Open Spaces exhibit at South 

Street Gallery in Hingham, MA and she will take part in 

Pastels, a group show, at the gallery in April.  

Jeanne Rosier Smith’s painting "Sweep" won the 

Grand Prize in International Artist Magazine's Seascape 

competition.  She is participating in the Copley Society 

Special Exhibition in conjunction with the performance of 

Mussorgsky's orchestral piece.  Her work was juried into 

the Copley Society's Elemental exhibition.  She has work in 

the Salmagundi Club's spring auction. 

Alain Picard has completed a book entitled Pastel Basics: 

Learn Essential Techniques for Using This Fun and 

Colorful Medium. The book is published by Walter Foster 

and will be released in May. 

Chris Ivers and Julie Hopkins recently joined the Pastel 

Society of America Board of Governors.  

Linda Sweeney was juried into the 2012 Allied Artists of 

America Exhibition at the National Arts Club, the Northeast 

National Pastel Exhibition and the CPS Renaissance in 

Pastel Exhibition.   

Rita Agron won the Award of Excellence at the Millburn-

Short Hills Arts Center Show at the Mayo Center for the 

Arts. She was awarded First Place in Pastels at Ringwood 

Manor Association of the Arts Juried Show. Agron 

received the Best in Show Award at the West Essex Art 

Association Show at the Townsquare Gallery.  She won 

the Art Spirit Foundation/Diane Bernhardt Award at Audubon 

Artists Online Juried Show. She won the President's Award 

for Excellence at Pastel Society of New Jersey Juried Show 

at Townsquare Gallery. She had a solo show at the 

Lippman Gallery, Temple B'nai Jeshurun in Short Hills, NJ. 

She was appointed to the Board of the Catharine Lorillard 

Art Club. 

 CPS Member-Led Workshop Opportunities 

Here are upcoming workshops offered by CPS members:  
 
Christine Ivers 

April 19 - 21: NightScape, DayScape & Digital Workshop 
Florham Park, NJ 

April 27: NightScape Pastel Workshop 
Meriden, CT 

May 19: Plein Air Painting for the Studio Artist 
Killingworth, CT 

July 18-21: Georges Mills, NH 
Plein Air Painting for The Studio Artist 

October 18-20: Littleton, CO - Terry Ludwig Studio 
NightScape & DayScape Pastel Workshop 

Contact Chris Ivers at Christine_ivers@yahoo.com or  
203-235-1417  
 
Jeanne Rosier Smith  

April 26-28: Loosen Up Your Landscape 
Littleton, CO - Terry Ludwig Studio 

May 4 & 5: Color Confidence,  Sudbury, MA 

July 19: Making Waves, Sudbury, MA 

Aug. 13: Paint Better from Photos, Sudbury, MA 

Contact Jeanne Smith at jeanne@jeannesmithart.com  
 
Alain Picard 

May 17 & 18: Painting the Portrait in Pastel, Housatonic Valley 
Art League, Great Barrington, MA 

July 20: Painting the Portrait in Pastel, Rorick Studio, 
Southbury CT 

Contact Alain Picard at alain@picardstudio.com. 

2013 Shows  

Purely Pastel Biennial: Members-Only Juried Exhibition 
June 2 to August 1 (Online entry deadline April, 29) 
Hartford Fine Art and Framing, East Hartford, CT 
 
Renaissance in Pastel 20th National Juried Exhibition 
October 9 to November 16 
Slater Museum, Norwich CT 
 
2013 Events 
 
Learn to Prepare Images for Competitions with 
Christine Ivers  
April 13 from 1 pm to 3:30 pm at Gallery 53 in Meriden, CT 
(registration required)   

Board Meeting & Paint-Out at Florence Griswold Museum  
May 11 from 10 am – 12 pm in Old Lyme, CT (RSVP by May 4) 

Doug Dawson Workshops 
Two sessions: June 17 to 19 and June 21 to 23 in 
Georgetown, CT 

CPS 2013 Show and Event Calendar 

Waiting by Cynthia 
Streit Mazzaferro  



For pastel pieces, Paradis uses an acrylic under-

painting done in bright hues. “I choose bright, 

complimentary colors, like a violet underpainting 

for subject matter such as a bowl of peaches. I like 

to leave a little of that bright color peaking 

through.” She starts her paintings using Nupastel 

on the acrylic underpainting. “Then I start in with 

softer pastels and add the surface texture and 

color,” she adds. 
 
Paradis works back 

and forth from col-

ored pencils to pastel 

with ease, keeping in 

mind their basic 

differences. “The 

colored pencils are 

translucent so I need 

to place color on top 

of one another. I try 

to create complex colors by using many layers and 

doing optical mixing. With pastels as an opaque 

medium, I can be more direct and don't need to use so 

many colors,” she explains. 

 

Paradis is an adventurous artist and is always look-

ing to try something new. “I'm now experimenting 

with acrylics,” she says. “It was time for me to try 

something different for awhile. I'm having a lot of 

fun with the color and trying to operate a paint 

brush. I have good control with pastels, but working 

with a brush is a whole change of pace.”  

 

When thinking about the best advice she can give 

to her students, Paradis tells them to just keep 

drawing because it is such an important form of 

expression. “I tell students to just doodle when 

they can. Drawing is as an easy way to continue to 

express their creativity. Artists think with their 

pencils. Drawing is very therapeutic because you 

are concentrating and it's very Zen-like,” she says. 

 

Paradis teaches at CPFA/Artsplace in Cheshire, 

including classes in colored pencil and color theory. 

She also teaches colored pencil at the Marlborough 

Art Center in Marlborough, CT.  Her work is fea-

tured in the recently published book entitled 

Colored Pencil Masterworks from Around the 

Globe. She exhibits her work at Fine Line Gallery 

in Woodbury. She resides in Cheshire, CT and can 

be reached at r.paradise@hotmail.com. And starting 

in April, visit her website at ParadisFineArt.com. 

Rita Paradis (continued) 
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A heart-felt thank you goes to John Conroy and Julie Hopkins 

for their service as CPS Board members for several years. 

John had served as Treasurer and decided to "retire" from 

this role. His fiscal leadership over the years has been 

invaluable. John is “turning over the books" to Judith Walo 

who has volunteered to take on the Treasurer position.  

Our deepest appreciation also goes to Julie Hopkins who 

served us so well as Secretary. We are pleased to welcome 

Pamela Reese to the Board as she takes on the Secretary 

position. Thank you Pamela and Judith for taking on these 

important leadership positions.  

CPS Welcomes New Board Members 

E. Jane Bennett Valerie  Haertel Eileen McCarthy 

Elinor Boyd Rebecca Holden Stephen Metzger 

Martha Bradley Renee Groleau Carl Pastor 

Stephanie Cook Kerry Heidenis Joan Polzin 

Cynthia Crimmin Laura Winn Kane Andre Ravenelle 

Kathryn Mary Dembinski David Kaphammer Mallory Rich 

Jay Daniels Friedenberg Christine Kossow Ruth Rinard 

Jude Germaine Terry Lennox Barbara Saltman 

Linda Gorman Marge Levine Joan Ellen Sasson 

Justine Grandpre Susan Martone Amy Skillin 

CPS is pleased to welcome our new members. We look 
forward to your participation in CPS activities and events.  

CPS Welcomes New Members! 

CPS is pleased to announce the 20th Annual Renaissance in 

Pastels National Exhibition. The show will take place October 

10 through November 17 at the Slater Memorial Museum in 

Norwich, CT. Thanks go to Diane Stone who is our show 

Chair. Jimmy Wright and Rae Smith will serve as award judges. 

The online entry deadline is August 7.  

CPS is moving to online entry submission and is offering sev-

eral ways to learn how to prepare digital images and submit 

entries online. Visit the CPS website to view a guide on digital 

entries. And plan to attend the digital image seminar offered by 

Christine Ivers on April 13 at Gallery 53 in Meriden. (See 

details on the Ivers event page 2.) 

For more information, visit the CPS website or contact 

Diane Stone at 860-655-9374 or dstone@gmail.com. 

Renaissance in Pastels Turns 20!  

On the Cottage Stairs by 
Rita Paradis 
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Achieving CPS Signature Member status is an important artistic accom-

plishment. Signature status is open to members who have won three prizes in 

Renaissance in Pastel Exhibitions or through application to the jury panel. Appli-

cations are viewed three times a year during April, August and November. 

Submit CDs with up to five images during March, July and October. Images 

should be high-quality jpg files with dimensions of at least 700 pixels on the long side 

and resolution of 300 dpi. For more information, visit the CPS web site or contact 

CPS at cpsinfo@ctpastelsociety.com. 

Guidelines for Applying for Signature Member Status 

 2 0 1 3  Me mbe r ’ s  S h ow  Award  W inne r s  

Top: Weekapaug Sandwalk           
by Maryanne Rupp and 
Bottom: Slide by Jeanne Rosier Smith 

The talents and creativity of CPS members were showcased at the Annual Member’s Show held at Gallery 53 in 

Meriden, CT. Show Chair Stephen Linde and coordinators Ken Dusyn and Karen Suponski did an incredible job 

orchestrating the event. A huge thank you goes to Stephen, Ken and Karen and the team of dedicated volunteers 

who helped make the show a success.  Congratulations to our award-winning members. Acclaimed pastelist 

Claudia Seymour served as Awards Judge and Best in Show went to Maryannne Rupp. On closing day, 

Clayton Buchanan enlighted us with an inspiring demonstration!  

CPS Members’ Talents Highlighted at Annual Show  

Best in Show: Maryanne Rupp  

CPS Board of Directors Award: Jeanne Rosier Smith 

CPS Award of Excellence: Linee Baird 

CPS Honor Awards: Gigi Liverant, Peter Seltzer, Valerie Mandra 

CPS Awards: Diana DeSantis, Linda Sweeney, Rainie Crawford,           
Chris Ivers 

Pastel Society of America Award: Jane Penfeld 

CPS Merit Awards: Jane Wright Wolf & Linda Gotta 

CPS Honorable Mention Awards: Susan Bosworth, Leslie Lillien Levy  
Lynn Savini, Rhoda Yanow, Karen Tighe, Jo McGinnis 

Frank Federico Workshop Award: Alain Picard   

Alain Picard Workshop Award: Pat Seekamp 

Guerilla Pochade Box Award: Barbara Groff 

Jerry’s Artarama Nupastel Award: Frank Federico 

Diane Townsend Award: Christa Forrest 

Wholesale Framing Gift Award: Karen Israel 

Jerry's Artarama Rembrandt Pastels Award: Deborah Crossman,  

Peggy Traskos 

A.I. Friedman Award: Dick McEvoy 

Terry Ludwig Award: Nancy Bunnell 

Dakota Arts Award: Joe Baker 

Cape Cod Call for Artists 

The Pastel Painters Society of Cape 

Cod's National Juried Show, For 

Pastels Only on Cape Cod, will be 

held in June and July. The entry 

deadline is April 15. The show will 

be held at the Cultural Center of 

Cape Cod in South Yarmouth. Visit 

pastelpainterssocietyofcapecod.com 

for the prospectus. 

New Web Site Address for CPS 

We’ve made a slight change to our web site address and you can find us now at 

www.ctpastelsociety.org.  The change better reflects our status as a tax-exempt 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Our old address remains active for awhile 

to give members time to start using the new address.  

Purely Pastel is published quar-
terly. Contact Diana Rogers with 
news at diana.rogers@comcast.net. 
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