
A description of how to make the baskets I use to transport my pastels
by Doug Dawson

If you have taken a class or a workshop from me, you have seen the way I store and transport pastels. I keep
my pastel in wire baskets.. When I put them away I cover them with cornmeal, which both cleans them and
pads them. The baskets allow me to bring 3 to 4 times more colors with me than if I used a pastel box.

Materials and tools used to make the wire baskets for pastels.
The wooden form used to make the baskets (see photos): The form is made of two pieces of

¾ inch chip board which have been glued together. This resulted in a piece of wood
that was 1 & 1/2 inches thick.
Using a jig saw I cut a block out of the middle. The size of the hole determines the
size of the baskets. To determine the size of the hole, I traced around the bottom of
the plastic container that would be used to house the baskets.

I trimmed the center plug cutting off approximately ¼ inch of wood all the way around
A hammer
Wire cutters
1 foot square piece of hardware cloth for each basket. (The wire screen in which the wires

are about ¼ inch apart. I wanted make 4 baskets so I cut 4 pieces of wire screen.
Premo (Sculpey) clay: This is used to make the edges. The clay can be cooked in a regular

oven at 275 degrees. The color I used is pearl. Avoid using the bright colored clay.

Picture 1: Shows a top view of the form used to make the baskets. Note that the block in the middle is ¼
inch small all the way around.

Picture 2: The tools and once piece of wire screen, ready to make a basket.

Picture 3: The form and one piece of screen.

Picture 4: The form set up with the center plug over the screen and ready to pound it into the hole.

Picture 5: The plug pounded all the way down into the hole.

Picture 6: The outer edge of the screen trimmed off using the wire cutters.

Picture 7: Plug with basket still attached removed from the hole.

Picture 8: Plug removed from the basket

Picture 9: Basket with the clay used to make the protective edge. One piece of the clay has already been
rolled out by hand to form a snake.

Picture 10: Basket with clay on part of the edge.

Picture 11: The 4 baskets after they had been cooked in the oven for 40 minutes.

Picture 12: Baskets with pastels, plastic containers filled with cornmeal.
The cornmeal cleans and pads the pastels. The baskets serve to separate the pastels into 4 sets of
values and to sift the cornmeal out before use.

Picture 13: The containers packed with pastels and ready to go.






























